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WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of an extraordinary meeting of Warndon Parish Council, held at the Lyppard Hub 

at 5.00 pm on Thursday 14 July 2022 

 

Present:   Cllrs D Carney, A Cross, L Hodgson, S Hodgson, D Merriman, R Norfolk, J Scrine, A 

Taylor  

 

In attendance:  the Clerk 

 

Apologies 

 

There were none. 

 

Declarations of Interest and consideration for requests for Councillor Dispensations in line 

with S33 of the Localism Act 2011 

 

There were none. 

 

576. To consider proposals for engagement projects; approve budget and delegated authorities 

 

(i) WEG Community Grant 

 

Councillors agreed that WEG did consult the Parish Council regarding the siting of a container at the 

Building Block and its potential use. If it is intended for storage then no planning permission is 

required, but for use as a business facility then permission must be sought. Councillors agreed to 

support the project in principle, subject to any future consultations and further information becoming 

available. 

 

(ii) Community Engagement Proposal – Bat Watching 

 

Council considered Cllr Merriman’s proposal for a community engagement activity, the result of 

previous discussions with Liz Yorke from Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. The Bat Watching activity 

will promote engagement with the community. WWT may be able to source bat detectors, and WPC 

can provide refreshments or similar. The event, provisionally scheduled for 1 September can be 

promoted via social media – the website, Facebook and/or Newsletter. Cllr Merriman proposed, 

seconded by Cllr L Hodgson, that WPC allocate up to £250 from the Parish Projects budget to 

sponsor the activity. Council agreed unanimously.  

 

(iii) the use of the Charity budget item to help with those families in receipt of Free School Meals 

over the summer holiday period. 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

 

Cllr Norfolk suggested that WPC might support provision of free school meals within the Parish 

during the summer vacation, funded out of the WPC Precept. Cllr L Hodgson advised that Worcester 

County Council had just agreed to fund provision unilaterally across Worcestershire, obviating the 

need for WPC to fund the initiative. Councillors considered another area where funding might 

benefit the community – play spaces. Cllr Norfolk to consult Worcester City Council as to where 

funding provision might be applied. This could be sourced out of the WPC Charitable budget up to 

£1.5K to cover the summer/winter gap where City and County councils are unable to provide 

funding. In Warndon Villages the elderly and isolated should benefit from WPC assistance, rather 

than solely targeting free school meal provision. Cllr Norfolk proposed, seconded by Cllr Taylor, that 

WPC should review its priorities at the Budget review at the October Finance Committee, and look at 

potential funding of up to £750 for holiday support provision (free school meals and play spaces)) 

against wider community support initiatives. Council agreed unanimously. 

 

(iv) sponsorship of a Show category at the upcoming Worcester Show 

 

Councillors considered the possibility of sponsoring a show category prize at the Worcester Show. 

No amount had been proposed by the organisers, merely encouraging Parish councils (where 

allotments are maintained) to consider engagement. It was agreed, after full discussion that WPC is 

restricted by the boundaries of Parish-related activity and cannot allocate funding to projects outside 

this area. The Clerk to advise the Worcester Show committee accordingly. 

 

Council considered the possibility of re-instating awards to Mabbs allotment tenants in various 

categories. A budget of up to £250 was suggested in principle to promote the activity and allotment 

tenants will be alerted to the initiative. Judging to take place in September. 

 

577. Clerk CILCA training expenditure 

 

The Clerk advised the costs of training sessions in preparation for the CILCA examination, which are 

currently eight Clerk Toolkit sessions July – February (£40 each session or £300 total if booked in 

advance), and four preparatory sessions for the CILCA examination (£65 each session). The 

Registration fee for the CILCA examination is £410.  

 

The appointment of the Clerk in August 2021 stipulated that the Clerk will be expected to undertake 

training and assessment for the CILCA professional qualification. Ultimately the Clerk’s 

professional certified status will enhance the status of the Council as a quality parish. Cllr Norfolk 

proposed, seconded by Cllr Scrine that a budget of up to £1,000 be allocated to support the costs of 

the Clerk’s training and registration for examination. Council agreed unanimously. To be reviewed at 

the October Budget meeting of the Finance Committee.  

 

578. WCC Warding arrangements consultation. 

 

Council considered aspects of the recent Boundary Commission review report, which highlights 

notably (Section 4.2) that the boundary of Warndon Parish (South) ward is not aligned with the 
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Parish boundary.  There is a suggestion that the Parish boundary might be extended to align with the 

Warndon Parish South ward, alongside some re-naming of wards. 

There may be an opportunity for WPC to exercise unilateral powers in re-establishing Warndon 

Parish as Warndon Villages (outlined in the original Warndon Plan), and end the ongoing confusion 

between ‘Warndon’ and ‘Warndon Parish’, as well as that between Warndon Parish South (Parish 

ward) and Warndon Parish South (City ward). The council could invite the Boundary Commission to 

change the boundaries (subject to agreement within the Parish community). Now is however, not the 

right time to bring outlying areas into the Parish.  

 

The Parish name ‘Warndon Villages’ does exist and could comprise villages and communities within 

the greater Warndon ward. A description/charter could be established to announce that Warndon 

Villages is extant, although the Parish should take legal advice with respect to where the City 

boundary review differs from the Parish boundary. 

 

Cllr Norfolk proposed, seconded by Cllr L Hodgson, that Cllr Taylor will write the text of a 

proposal, for agreement by Council, to be put to the Boundary Commission.  The Clerk to submit the 

proposal on behalf of the Council. Council agreed unanimously. 

 

579. Date of the Next Meeting:  Monday 5 September 2022, 7.00 p.m. 

 

The meeting ended at 6.20pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed:………………………………………………….. Date:………………………………. 

(Chair) 


