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Introduction / background

• The 2012 Localism Act offered an opportunity 
for parishes to have greater influence over 
planning policies and proposals in their area.

• A Neighbourhood Plan can’t stop all 
development, but it can aim to make sure that 
the right developments go in the right places.

• Given recent contentious proposals in the 
parish, in 2017 Warndon PC decided to 
develop a Neighbourhood Plan.





Progress so far



Who are we?



Key activities

• Research and analysis:

– Warndon Local Plan 

– Many other documents, maps, etc, courtesy of the City 
Council and others

– The South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP)

– Recent contentious planning applications in the parish

• Vision and Objectives agreed

• Website launched

• Questionnaire in preparation



Warndon Local Plan

• The blueprint for the parish…

• …in conjunction with the Countryside 
Commission…

• …with policies designed to protect the rural 
characteristics of the area

• Are those policies still in force today?

• Are they still valid?
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South Worcestershire Development Plan 
(SWDP)

• We know that our Neighbourhood Plan must 
comply with the SWDP...

• …so, we have examined the SWDP closely, 
particularly the policies that applied to recent 
applications in the parish.





Key applications

• On the face of it, SWDP policies appear to 
offer strong protections to areas of land in the 
“Significant Gap”…

• …so why is so much of it under threat of 
development?





As a result

• Two applications were analysed in detail

• Checked the SWDP policies

• Various anomalies were found…

• …which has diverted time and effort away 
from the plan itself…

• These anomalies were drawn to the attention 
of the City Council…



Anomalies…



What has the PC done?

• The Parish Council has expressed its concerns 
– and its objections – regarding these matters 
in various ways, including:

– Meetings with senior staff and Councillors;

– Speaking at Planning Committee and Policy and Resources 
Committee meetings;

– A few weeks ago a petition was submitted to the City 
Council, expressing concerns about specific Planning 
matters, and requesting a review of the City Council’s 
Planning processes.

• We still await suitable responses…



So where does that leave us?

• The Parish Council will continue to seek 
responses to its questions concerning SWDP 
policy interpretation, etc.

• Meanwhile, work on the Neighbourhood Plan 
continues…



On a positive note!

• Warndon Court and Trotshill Conservation 
Areas – both reviewed in 2017

• Some evidence unearthed as part of the NP 
process was submitted by the PC…

• …and consequently, it was agreed to extend 
the boundaries of both Conservation Areas

• A very positive process, and a small success!



Other issues under consideration

• Assets of Community Value...?

• …perhaps the Parsonage Way site, north of 
Warndon Wood?

• Local Green Space designation – for specific 
sites that are particularly loved by residents.



What comes next?

• Residents’ survey / questionnaire

• Further analysis…

• …draft policies / proposals 

• Further consultation

• Repeat the above…

• Inspection and referendum



How would you like to be involved…?



For example:
We need a new Secretary…

…to take notes at our meetings.



Maybe you could help with the 
questionnaire…?



Questions?


