
City Councillors Report for Warndon Parish Council for the meeting on 
Monday 4th June 2022 
A new Civic year.  
Worcester's new Mayor has taken up residence in the Parlour at the Guildhall with outgoing 

Mayor Councillor Stephen Hodgson offering up the chain of office to Cllr Adrian Gregson, who 
was voted in at tonight's Annual Council meeting. 

Cllr Louis Stephen was voted in as Deputy Mayor. 
New Mayor, Cllr Gregson, told the meeting: "My charities will be Onside Advocacy and Severn 
Arts. Drawing inspiration from my grandad's twin, who was Mayor of Glossop in the 1940s 

and who was known as the musical mayor, I have decided that my theme this year will be 
tackling mental health and wellbeing through a culture of creativity, art and music." 

The meeting also saw Worcester City Council's constitution amended to allow the 
appointment of two Leaders when there is no overall control of the Council, as is currently the 

case. Conservative group leader Cllr Marc Bayliss was voted in as one Leader, and no 
nomination was made for a second Leader. 
Also elected at the meeting were the Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Council's committees. 

Policy & Resources Committee 
Chair: Cllr Marjory Bissett (Green) 

Vice-chair: Cllr James Stanley (Conservative) 
Vice chair: Cllr Lynn Denham (Labour) 
Communities Committee 

Chair: Cllr Jabbar Riaz (Labour) 
Vice-chair: Cllr Owen Cleary (Conservative) 

Environment Committee 
Chair: Cllr Andy Stafford (Conservative) 
Vice-chair: Cllr Karen Lewing (Green) 

Health & Wellbeing Committee  
Chair: Cllr Lynn Denham (Labour) 

Vice-chair: Cllr Stephen Hodgson (Conservative) 
Place and Economic Development Committee 
Chair: Cllr Lucy Hodgson (Conservative) 

Vice-chair: Cllr Robyn Norfolk (Labour) 
Income Generation Sub-committee 

Chair: Cllr Jabbar Riaz (Labour) 
Vice-chair: Cllr Steve Mackay (Conservative) 
Personnel and General Purposes Sub-committee 

Chair: Cllr James Stanley (Conservative) 
Vice-chair: Cllr Lynn Denham (Labour) 

Planning 
Chair: Cllr Chris Mitchell (Conservative) 
Vice-chair: Cllr Pat Agar (Labour) 

Licensing and Environmental Health Committee 
Chair: Cllr Richard Udall (Labour) 

Vice-chair: Cllr Louis Stephen (Green) 
Audit and Governance Committee 

Chair: Cllr Alan Amos (Conservative) 
Vice-chair: Cllr Jenny Barnes (Labour) 
Standards Committee 

Chair: Cllr Mel Allcott (Liberal Democrat) 
Vice-chair: Cllr Andy Roberts (Conservative) 

Help shape Worcester’s new electoral boundaries 
Worcester residents are being given the chance to help shape the city's electoral boundaries. 
The city is currently divided into 15 electoral areas, known as "wards", with each of them 

electing either two or three councillors to Worcester City Council. 
The current arrangements have not been reviewed for 20 years, and now the independent 

Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) is looking at the City Council's 
wards. 



The LGBCE wants local residents and groups to help it draw up proposals for new wards, to 
make sure that councillors represent roughly the same number of electors and that the wards 

reflect local communities. It wants wards to be easy to understand, and convenient for local 
people 

The Commission will use the input of Worcester residents and organisations to help it draw up 
proposals for new wards and, in some cases, new ward names. It will then ask local people 
and groups what they think about the proposals before making firm recommendations. Any 

changes that are agreed will come into force for the Worcester City Council elections in 2024. 
Final schemes under £19.6m Worcester Towns Fund 

Worcester city councillors will meet next week to approve the final two schemes to be 
launched with the £19.6m investment into the city from the Government's Towns Fund. 
A total of five projects will be funded, following the City Council's successful bid to the 

national initiative. 
Business cases have already been approved for the first three and, if the Policy and 

Resources Committee gives the nod to the final two, it will lead to the Government releasing 
the final near-£12 million from the funding allocation. 
The first scheme is Isaac Maddox House in Shrub Hill Road, a former NHS office, will be 

renovated and developed into an enterprise centre for business use. This will be the first 
phase of the development of this canal-side site, which will also see new housing in an 

attractive environment. A new walking and cycling route would also be created to run from 
Shrub Hill Road to St Martin's Quarter, past the new development. 

A partnership project with Worcestershire County Council, the scheme would create attractive 
new canal-side flats and new employment opportunities with improved transport connections. 
This new development would sit alongside a broader private sector redevelopment of the 

city's Shrub Hill quarter. 
The other Towns Fund business case is on the theme of community skills and enterprise. The 

aim is to provide training to residents within their local areas, particularly those in deprived 
communities without mainstream qualifications. This will range from courses in basic literacy 
and IT to training in customer services and construction trades including bricklaying, 

carpentry, plumbing and green tech trades such as solar and heat pump installation 
engineers. 

This business case would see £1.96 million from the Towns Fund used for: 
A new construction skills training centre, "Building Block 2" at the Green Centre, Dines Green 
Reconfiguration and extension of the Community Centre at Ronkswood 

Expansion of the usable space at the Horizon Hub in Midland Road to provide greater capacity 
A contribution to a Worcestershire County Council project at the Fairfield Centre in Warndon, 

which will expand its capacity to deliver hair and beauty skills training 
A grant to St Peter's Village Hall Association to support construction of a new village hall that 
would include training facilities 

One-to-one consultation spaces at the Tolly Hub in Rowan Ave and the KGV Hub in 
Brickfields. 

The other Worcester Towns Fund projects for which businesses cases have already been 
approved and for which investment cash has already been released are; a £2.5 million 
contribution to the new Severn Centre for Health and Wellbeing currently being built in Hylton 

Road; a £4.5 million investment in active travel, including new off-road walking and cycling 
routes and a contribution to the new Kepax Bridge that will create a new river crossing at 

Gheluvelt Park; and £640,000 for a heritage and riverside project that will boost Worcester's 
tourism business. 
First payments of £150 energy rebate made to Worcester Council Tax payers 

Worcester City Council has issued the first payments of the £150 energy rebate to residents. 
The energy rebate is part of the Government's response to the recent rise in fuel bills, and is 

being paid out by local councils. 
Everyone in Worcester who pays their Council Tax by direct debit should now have received 
the payment directly into their bank accounts. 

The City Council has made 26,749 payments, worth a total of £4,012,350. 
Residents who pay their Council Tax by cash will shortly receive a voucher that they can 



redeem for £150 at the Post Office. 
Top of Form 

Cattle ‘let loose’ as part of natural care plan on meadows 

A 15-strong herd of hand-reared cross-bred cattle are about to be released on Ronkswood Hill 
Meadows, as part of an annual conservation exercise by Worcester City Council. The cattle 

will be allowed free rein on the local nature reserve site, to help preserve grassland and 
wildflowers. 
The initiative is designed to act as a natural and cost-effective way of keeping the grass short 

enough to allow the vast array of wildflowers in the area to get sunlight to grow and hopefully 
thrive. 

The meadows are home to a wide range of wildflowers including black knapweed, cowslips 
and birdsfoot trefoil but if grass grows too high these flowers will not flourish. 
The cattle will therefore play a pivotal role in boosting the flora, as well as producing other 

positive spin-offs such as an increase in butterflies and improvements to the natural soil 
environment. 

The City Council has put up signs on Newtown Road and Tolladine Road to warn walkers and 
dog-owners to take a little extra care and keep dogs on leads when cattle are nearby. 
Flowers bring a splash of colour to the streets of Worcester 

Worcester is looking blooming marvellous just in time for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations as the streets are bedecked with hanging baskets for the summer. 

Thousands of flowers including geraniums, verbena, petunias and fuchsias have been planted 
in 160 hanging baskets which are dotted around the city, bringing a cheerful splash of colour 
to central areas. 

The hanging baskets have been put up in several roads including High Street, Broad Street, 
Cathedral Square and Cornmarket, as well as along Worcester's Riverside. 

Environment Committee 
The next Environment committee on Tuesday will receive a report about the Management and 
Protection of Public Open Spaces. This report intends to provide Members with details of the 

remedies available to the Council to deal with instances where land used or intended for use 
as public open space is taken out of use without necessary permissions being sought. This is 

often referred to as ‘land grabbing’. There are a number of incidents when “land grabbing has 
taken place across the city including in Warndon Parish South. 


