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Since the last newsletter earlier in the year, the Policy Team have been continuing to 

work on the preparation of the final draft of the South Worcestershire Development 

Plan Review (SWDPR) and targeting the release of the Plan for six weeks public 

consultation towards the end of this year.    

The intention had been to publish what is referred to as the Publication version of the 
Plan for public consultation in July 2022. However, in April 2022 the South 
Worcestershire Councils announced that the timetable for the review of the South 
Worcestershire Development Plan had been put on hold, as work on key documents 
relating to development sites and the infrastructure needed to support them was yet 
to be completed.  
 
This additional work has now been undertaken over the summer and a six-week 

consultation on the SWDP Review Publication Consultation (Regulation 19) (subject 

to Council approval) is due to take place from the 1st November 2022 to 13th 

December 2022. However, to get to this stage, the Plan and supporting documents 

will be considered by district and city councillors at a series of meetings over the 

course of October 2022. The SWDP Review Publication Consultation (Regulation 

19) and supporting material will be in the public realm from 23rd September 2022 

and published on the SWDP website (South Worcestershire Development Plan - South 

Worcestershire Development Plan (swdevelopmentplan.org)).    

The following series of meetings will allow councillors to consider the Plan in detail 

and to approve it for the public consultation stage: 

Worcester City Council – Place and Economic Development Panel – 3rd 

October 2022 

Worcester City Council – Council meeting 17th October 2022 

Malvern Hills District Council – Council meeting 18th October 2022 

Wychavon District Council – Council meeting 19th October 2022  

Following the consultation, planning officers will consider the responses and 

potentially recommend modifications to the Plan prior to submitting the document to 

the Planning Inspectorate, which is expected to be in 2023. Once submitted, the 

timetable for the Examination is set by the appointed Planning Inspector, who will 

provide dates for the Examination into the Plan and indicate when their final report 

will be issued. A final Plan (which may include changes recommended by the 

Inspector) can then be adopted, replacing the current 2016 South Worcestershire 

Development Plan (SWDP). 

https://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/
https://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/


Up to date information on the stages of the process will be provided on the SWDP 

website. In due course details will be provided on where the SWDP Review 

Publication Consultation (Regulation 19) can be read, and how comments can be 

made over the course of the consultation period.  

In terms of background evidence, the 2021  Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

(SHMA) report has been published and is now available to view via this link [Strategic 

Housing Market Assessment - South Worcestershire Development Plan (swdevelopmentplan.org)]. 

The SHMA update reassesses the demographic profile of south Worcestershire, the 

current state and future projections of the housing market and calculates the 

projected new housing requirement.   

The final draft of theSouth Worcestershire Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 

Policy and Site Allocations Development Plan Document – Publication (Regulation 

19) will be considered by the South Worcestershire district and city councillors at the 

same time as the SWDP Review Publication Consultation (Regulation 19). The six-

week consultation on the Traveller Development Plan Document will also run in 

parallel with the SWDPR Reg 19 consultation over the course of November to 

December 2022. Once submitted to the Planning Inspectorate the timetable for 

Examination will be set by the appointed Inspector. 

In neighbourhood plan news, the Broadway Neighbourhood Plan, in Wychavon 

district, is going to referendum on 15th September 2022. Consultation on the final 

draft of the Sedgeberrow Neighbourhood Plan is currently ongoing with the closing 

dates for comments 5th September 2022. In Malvern Hills the examiner of the Leigh 

and Bransford Neighbourhood Plan has recommended (subject to amendments) that 

it proceed to referendum although no date has been set. Further information on 

neighbourhood planning can be found on the Planning Policy webpages of the 

respective district council websites.    

As usual if you have any queries on the above, please contact the Planning Policy 

Teams at Malvern Hills, Worcester City and Wychavon Councils. Tel: 01386-565565; 

email: contact@swdevelopmentplan.org 
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