
 

1 | P a g e  
 

 

WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7 February 2022 at the Lyppard Hub, 

commenced 7.30pm. 

 

The Meeting was preceded by an address by the Mayor of Worcester, Councillor Stephen Hodgson:  

My Mayoral Year. 

 

In common with other Mayors, Stephen is not the first to combine the duties of Mayor with those of 

a Parish Councillor. He has been a City Councillor since 2004 and was appointed Deputy Mayor in 

2020 prior to becoming Mayor. His theme during the mayoral year has been ‘coming back together 

again’ and celebrating Worcester City. Events marking this theme included marking the 400th 

anniversary of the granting of the Worcester City Charter in 2021, which was followed by a Civic 

Service in September 2021. Work on the twinning of Worcester with Gouzeaucourt, France plus a 

weekly diary of mayoral engagements, Currently he is involved in making a bid for the appointment 

of a Lord Mayor of Worcester. Stephen’s nominated charities are the Stroke Association and ASPIE,  

an Aspergers self-help charity in Worcester. 

 

Present: Cllrs D Carney, A Cross, S Hodgson, D Merriman, R Norfolk (Chair), J Scrine, A Taylor 

 

In attendance: the Clerk, PC Jason Hart and PCSO David Anderson, three members of the public 

 

Apologies for Absence: Cllr L Hodgson, Cllr A Roberts (County Councillor) 

 

Declarations of Interest: there were none. 

 

Two issues were raised by the audience. 

Paul Snookes reported on developments of the (WEG) Wild about Worcester Way project. To date 

300 metres of edible hedges and forty oak trees have been planted, with a further 150 – 200 metres to 

go. Forty volunteers responded to a successful social media campaign. The group are proposing the 

planting of an avenue of cherry blossom trees at Race Field, and additional funding is being sought 

to complete the project works. Onside Mental Health is promoting the benefits of the project. 

Sponsored oak benches are proposed along the route together with signage and inspirational 

messages and effective stewardship will be necessary to maintain  them. A consultation is scheduled 

on 3 March at the Guildhall. 

 

One parishioner raised the issue of overgrown footpaths in the area at the rear of Dockeray Avenue 

and is concerned about health and safety. There is a longstanding request to have the bushes cut 
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down which to date remains unresolved. Cllr Merriman will approach the WCC Tree Officer and 

find out what is going on. The matter of unadopted land ownership may be a contributing factor – 

notably the unadopted road at the top of the avenue on the hill. Land ownership needs to be 

established (Taylor Wimpey/Persimmon Homes/Worcester City Council) and consequent 

maintenance responsibilities assumed. 

 

503. To approve the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 10 January 2022 

 

Cllr Cross proposed, seconded by Cllr Taylor that the Minutes be adopted. Council voted to approve 

the Minutes.: 

504. Police Report 

(i) To receive reports and recent communications and consider if follow up action is required. 

 

PC Jason Hart and PCSO David Anderson addressed the meeting and reported that car crime 

continues to be an issue, but reporting has been helped by parishioners submitting AV footage from 

doorbells. Patrols continue around the parish. There are low incidences of criminal damage to 

property and graffiti incidences have reduced. 

(ii) To consider West Mercia Police’s Local Planning Charter and Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Contract 

Councillors were asked for their priorities in the coming months. Suggestions were Car Crime, and 

Antisocial Behaviour. WMP has a fixed target for each period and the Charter is reviewed every 

three months due to the constantly changing priorities of the police. An updated contract will be sent 

to the Clerk. 

 

505. To receive a report from the County Councillor 

 

Cllr Roberts’s report was noted by Council and taken as read. 

 

506. To receive a report from the City Councillors  

 

Cllr Lucy Hodgson’s report was noted by Council and taken as read. 

 

(i) Brecon Avenue play area  

 

Cllr Stephen Hodgson reported that the astroturf and land ownership issues have now been resolved 

with a plan to convert the play area to a multi-sport MUGA. The new area will have five egress 

points, a low perimeter fence and no lighting provision. Aimed at older youths and adults, the site 

will cost around £60K. The land ownership has transferred to City Council. Warndon Parish Councill 

will respond to the consultation.  

 

 

507. Environmental Matters 
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(i) To receive reports from Councillors 

 

Cllr Merriman’s report was noted by Council and taken as read. The Environment Committee needs 

to schedule a meeting date with St Peter’s Parish Council to discuss the Warden/SLA service. 

 

 (ii) To receive the VAS/SID report 

 

Cllr Stephen Hodgson’s reported was noted by Council and taken as read. Funding for a solar-

powered VAS has been set aside in the 2022-23 budget. 

 

(iii) To consider proposal for allotment signage; approve budget and delegated authorities 

 

This issue was deferred to the March meeting. 

 

(iv) Repair of Parish bench 

 

Parts for the bench repair have now been delivered and Cllr Merriman is awaiting maintenance 

contractors. 

 

508. Planning and Rights of Way Matters 

 

(i) To receive reports from Councillors, including updates on current applications, decisions, and 

recent responses (including Darwin Avenue 20/00632/FUL), and notes from recent Planning & 

Rights of Way Committee meetings 

 

Cllr Stephen Hodgson noted that January has been a quiet month with little activity. 

 

(ii) To consider the Parish Council’s response to pending applications 

 

APPLICATION 

NO 

ADDRESS DESCRIPTION COUNCIL 

COMMENT/ 

RECOMMENDATION 

22/00057/HP 5 Dover Avenue, 

WORCESTER, WR4 

0LA 

Garage conversion No obvious issues. Water 

management statement 

included. No reference to 

bicycle storage. 

22/00034/HP 326 Tolladine Road, 

Worcester, WR4 9NG 

Single storey rear 

extension 

Previous application 

21/01021/HP was 

refused on 05/12/2021 by 

Planning Officers due to 

hazardous vehicle access. 

This new application has 

no objections from 

County Highways. The 

Landscape Officer has 

asked for ecologist "on 
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call" for the tile removal 

to cover the unlikely 

event of bats being 

discovered. 

 

There have been no enforcements or referrals. 

Worcester City Council determined the following: 

APPLICATION 

NO 

ADDRESS DESCRIPTION DECISION 

21/00926/HP 66 Pippen Field, 

Worcester, WR4 0LP 

REPLACEMENT OF 

CONSERVATORY AT 

REAR 

Approved 

21/01123/TPOA St Nicholas Church, 

St Nicholas Lane, 

Worcester, WR4 0RU 

T1 Yew - . Cut off split limb. 

Re-shape crown by reducing 

sides by up to 2m, back to 

side shoots. Taper reduction 

to the top of the tree, so 

height is reduced by <1m T2 

- Yew - reduce lower limbs 

by up to 3m, tapering to 

nothing off the top of the 

tree. 

Approved 

21/01021/HP 326 Tolladine Road 

Worcester WR4 9NG 

 

Single storey rear extension 

and new dropped kerb access 

Refusal 

Decision notice 

circulated to 

planning group. 

 

(iii) To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Cllr Taylor reported that the NP Grant bid was completed in conjunction with the Clerk and 

submitted on 30th January. A positive response was received from Locality - the Grant assessors on 

behalf the Government. Future NP Grant funding after 31 March 2022 has not yet been finalised by 

the Government, which may result in loss of unspent funds if the full £4,600 is not spent. Cllr Taylor 

and Cllr Cross, together with Mike O'Sullivan have discussed how best to transfer the NP website 

material to the Parish Council website and will brief the Clerk to facilitate. The Clerk to assess 

whether additional hours will be necessary to work on the NP pages and to bill from the NP budget. 

 

(iv) To receive an update on the Town Deal Board 

 

There was nothing to report at present. A meeting of the Board is scheduled for March 2022. 

 

Cllr Scrine would like to pursue provision of a shuttle bus service providing a circulatory route from 

Shrub Hill station via St Martin’s car park to the Cathedral, the Crowngate bus station and to 

Foregate Street station. This would provide a useful facility for tourists and shoppers and alleviate 

parking issues in the city. County Council involvement is necessary and this should not affect City 

Council parking facilities. Council gave its consent to Cllr Scrine to pursue the issue. 
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(v) To receive an update on the South Worcestershire Development Plan 

 

The SWDP Newsletter was noted by Council and taken as read. 

 

509. Leisure and Community Affairs 

 

(i) To receive reports from Councillors, including updates on the following matters: 

 

(a) Allotments  

 

Cllr Carney’s report was noted by Council and taken as read. 

 

(b) Defibrillators 

 

Cllr Carney’s report was noted by Council and taken as read. 

 

(c) Facebook, Website, Newsletter 

 

Cllr Merriman’s report was noted by Council and taken as read. 

 

(d) NHS signage 

 

Cllr Cross proposed, seconded by Cllr Taylor that both signs need to be removed. Council 

voted to approve the removal. The Parish Warden will be contacted to arrange removal. 

 

(ii) To consider proposals for engagement projects; approve budget and delegated authorities 

 

Cllr Scrine would like to involve County Council with potential re-instatement of a park-and-ride 

service at Sixways with accompanying regular shuttle bus service to the Royal Hospital. Hospital 

parking in Worcester is under review, but if the 15,000 new houses development in the SWDP come 

on stream, together with the new secondary school on Spetchley fields there will be an increased 

traffic flow with attendant effects on the existing rush hour bottlenecks at Woodgreen 

Drive/Newtown Road junction to access hospital sites. Council gave its assent to Cllr Scrine to 

pursue an enquiry to County Council and the NHS. 

 

(a) Annual poetry competition  

 

Only one entry has been received to date and unless more come in by the 18 February 

deadline the competition should be closed and an award made to the sole entrant. 

 

510. Financial Matters 

 

(i) To receive the Clerk’s Financial reports 2021-22 YTD 
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(a) Annual budget by centre 

(b) Cashbook report showing receipts and payments  

(c) Trial Balance 

 

The Clerk’s reports were noted by Council.  

 

(ii) To approve accounts for payment and receive details of cash receipts for information 

 

Accounts for payment (retrospective) £ 

O2 Clerk’s mobile phone contract January 2022 (direct debit) 31.24 

Cloudy IT support and licences January 2022 (direct debit) 106.26 

  

Accounts for payment £ 

Clerk salary December 2021 977.84 

HMRC – Clerk PAYE December2021 61.30 

PFK Littlejohn – audit fee 480.00 

Clerk – expenses IT  52.38 

Solway Direct – bench parts 45.00 

SLCC – Clerk membership 178.00 

Clerk salary January 2022 977.84 

HMRC – Clerk PAYE January 2022 61.30 

WaterPlus – last quarter 346.18 

Clerk expenses – PC stationery and IT 78.26 

  

Cash Receipts since last meeting £ 

Redwood Bank Interest – December 2021 58.31 

Allotment plot deposits 20.00 

 

The accounts were approved by Council.  

 

The Clerk reported that an internal audit had taken place on 2 February. No issues of note were 

raised by the auditor and the Clerk to follow up with clarification of two points of interest in 

consultation with councillors as appropriate. 

 

(iii) To receive draft Minutes of the Finance Committee of 17 January 2022. 

 

The Minutes were noted by Council with minor amendments. 

 

511. To receive reports from outside bodies 

 

(i) Lyppard Hub Management Board 
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The Board met in January, confirming the date of the summer fete on 10 July 2022. Additional 

funding will be available on application Worcester City Council for events to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee. 

 

(ii) Worcester City Standards Committee 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for 8 March 2022 at the Guildhall. 

 

(iii) CALC updates which affect the Parish Council 

 

CALC training and other updates were noted by Council and taken as read. 

 

(iv) NALC Update: remote meetings petition 

NALC updates regarding a petition to government to establish remote meeting permissions for local 

councils were noted by Council. 

512. Report on IT support consultation 

The Clerk and Cllr Scrine met with Damian Snell of DandD Services, a Worcester-based IT support 

company to discuss possibilities for a future support service for the Council. Mr Snell outlined 

insightful comments with regard to current IT security arrangements and the services that the 

company can offer – including upgraded laptop provision for the Clerk, and the services of onsite 

website development provision. He will provide an overview for Council to consider, and if Council 

is happy to proceed further he will need to be granted access to the Council’s account with Cloudy IT 

in order to investigate and provide a detailed comparison on service and costs. Council voted its 

assent for access which will be done via the Clerk. The Clerk to confirm necessary access 

arrangements with Cloudy IT and any necessary notice provision for possible termination to the 

current IT service contract. 

 

513. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas 

 

Council considered the open meeting format for the Annual Meeting in May. The outgoing Chair 

(Cllr Norfolk) will address the meeting.  

 

Council will consider rescheduling of the monthly Parish meetings in line with previous 

considerations of deferring from the first Monday of each month to the second week of the month. 

 

514. Date of the Next Meeting:  Monday 7 March 2022, 7.30 pm, Lyppard Hub 

 

The Meeting closed at 9.26pm. 
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Signed:……………………………………………………  Date:…………………………… 

(Chair) 


