
 

 

WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 September 2021 

at the Lyppard Hub, commenced 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllrs A Cross (Vice-Chair), S Hodgson, D Merriman, J Scrine and A Taylor, Cllr R 

Norfolk (Chair 8.35pm) joined later. Cllr A Roberts (City Councillor). 

 

In attendance: Dr S Carr (Clerk). 

 

Apologies were received for Cllrs D Carney and L Hodgson  

 

Declarations of Interest 

 

a) Councillors were reminded of the need to update their Register of Interests 

b) No other declarations of interest were made. 

 

433. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th July 2021 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of 5 July 2021 were accepted unanimously. Proposed by Cllr 

Cross and seconded by Cllr Scrine. 

 

434. Police Report 

• To receive reports and recent communications and consider if follow up action is 

required 

 

PC Jason Hart and PC Jason Schimmel reported that social concerns surrounding 

nuisance of footballing and trespass on the roof of the Lyppard Hub had been dealt 

with by the police. Those involved had been tracked by CCTV and investigated. 

 

• To consider West Mercia Police’s Local Planning Charter and Safer Neighbourhood 

Team Contract 

 

PC Hart advised that the Neighbourhood Matters website needs to provide clear 

process for contacting the police. Currently emails are forwarded to a central control 

room which then forwards appropriate issues for concern to the police. Councillors 

expressed a need for guidance on access and to address the non-receipt of alerts (Cllrs 



 

 

Norfolk and Merriman). It was agreed that the West Mercia Police would send 

appropriate information to the Clerk for dissemination to Council. 

  

• The Chair to report back following attending West Mercia Police’s local policing 

charter briefing on 19th July 2021 

 

Councillors had read the Community Charter document forwarded by the Chair prior 

to Council. 

 

• To consider the appointment of a councillor as Liaison contact with West Mercia 

Police. 

 

Councillors noted that the Chair is automatically invited to meetings with West 

Mercia Police. Cllr Cross was proposed as the Council’s Liaison contact by Cllr 

Taylor, seconded by Cllr Scrine. 

 

435. To receive report from the County Councillor 

 

Cllr Roberts was thanked for his report. 

 

He noted the issue of run-off of water from The Fairway (Tolladine). Severn Trent is 

complaining of high levels of water usage in the locality. Cllr Roberts visited the site with a 

highways engineer and a drainage officer to assess the drainage issues around Tolladine Road 

which have divorced footways following heavy rain.  These will require a City Council 

resolution. Relocation of parking spaces without consultation on The Fairway has been noted,  

Improvements to the popular parish paths.(unmetalled) are being considered. 

 

The police have been cracking down on organised road racers with increased spot checks. 

 

The Department for Transport has conducted trials using cameras to address the issue of 

excessive vehicle noise. Trial reports are expected soon. 

 

A draft scheme is being drawn up to better protect the Mabbs Close junction by prohibiting 

overnight parking of HGVs. The Parish Council will be consulted on the proposal. 

 

436. To receive report from City Councillors 

 

Cllr L Hodgson’s report was noted. 

 

The SWDP review has been delayed again, to give more time for vital technical studies, and 

publication and submission of the plan put back until after local elections in May 2022.  

 



 

 

A proposed new five-year City Plan for Worcester to be published for consultation by WCC 

setting out proposed themes and policies to guide work until 2026. It covers the following 

main themes: stronger and connected communities, a prosperous city, a healthy and active 

city, a heritage city with a 21st Century culture and enhancing and sustain the city for the 

future. The plan will be considered at Worcester City Council’s Policy and Resources 

Committee on 7 September 2021 prior to release for public consultation. 

 

Worcester City councillors are set to approve major plans which could see £19.6m 

investment in the city from the central Government £3.6 billion Towns Fund.  The proposals 

in Worcester’s Town Investment Plan focus on improving residents’ and workers’ skills, 

creating new jobs and opportunities for deprived communities and improving access and 

connectivity within the city. Within these parameters, several projects are outlined: expansion 

of provision of community centres, conversion of former Worcester News Building into the 

Severn Centre for Health and Wellbeing (providing nursing, physio and medical raining, an 

anatomy lab, GP practice and onsite therapy and rehab clinics), regeneration of Shrub Hill 

area to construct 450 new homes and 2,000 - 3,0000m2 of commercial space, and 

improvements to Worcester’s riverside and tourist attractions, new and improved 

walking/cycling routes. Further regeneration of the northern end of the city centre and the 

Foregate Street railway arches have also received funding from the Government’s Future 

high Street Fund and the DCMS Cultural Development Fund. 

 

Other items of note: 

 

Hawks will fly daily to deter gulls in Worcester, combined with exploration of additional 

techniques in 2022. 

 

Worcester Art Gallery has received a philanthropic donation of £300,000 to boost the 

collection of art works at Worcester Art Gallery and Museum. Plans for application of the 

funds are yet to be approved as part of Worcester’s Town Investment Plan. 

 

A series of events will be held to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Worcester City 

Charter on 2 October 2021.  

 

437. Environmental Matters 

 

• To receive reports from Councillors 

 

Cllr Merriman’s report was noted.  

 

The Parish Warden is absent due to illness and WCC have provided an operative to 

cover his role until Autumn.  

 

Grass cutting has continued, and areas left to grow for biodiversity have been cut and 

collected.  



 

 

WCC continues to work on graffiti removal and receives reports of overgrowth on 

public footpaths.  

 

The Environment Committee will meet during September with the WCC Tree Officer 

in attendance. 

 

The Friends of Warndon Villages group met on 27 July and continued work on the 

Bearcroft Avenue site tidy-up. The next litter pick will take place on 11 September. 

 

A written report from Oracle Environmental Experts on the oil pollution by Mabbs 

Allotments is not yet forthcoming. Environment Committee will raise this issue with 

WCC at its next meeting. 

 

• To receive VAS/SID report 

 

Cllr S Hodgson’s report was noted.  

 

Readings on the VAS and SID showed a 16% increase in August over July. This 

machine at Dugdale Drive currently has battery issues and the Parish Warden has to 

yet replace them. WCC should aim to provide this resource on the occasions that the 

Parish Warden is not available. The Dugdale VAS is due to be relocated to Hastings 

Drive. 

 

Cllr Roberts is exploring the feasibility of providing a sign to the south of the 

Trotshill Way VAS crossing. 

 

Previously discussed plans to better delineate the crossing on Plantation Drive will be 

implemented soon. 

 

• To consider proposal for allotment signage; approve budget and delegated authorities 

 

The proposal for allotment signage has been delayed until October 2021.  

 

• To consider proposal to repair Parish bench 

 

Cllr Merriman proposed that the vandalized bench at Shirley Avenue be repaired 

rather than replaced. This may be an issue that the Parish Warden can resolve. The 

Clerk can action payment for works completed under a £250 budget ceiling. Cllr 

Merriman proposed the repair, seconded by Cllr Taylor. Council approved the 

recommendation. 

 

438. Planning and Rights of Way Matters 

 



 

 

• To receive reports from Councillors, including updates on current applications, 

decisions, and recent responses (including Darwin Avenue 20/00632/FUL), and notes 

from the July  Planning & Rights of Way Committee meeting. 

 

Councillors considered the revised Planning and rights of way TOR. Cllr Scrine 

proposed adoption of the ToR, seconded by Cllr Taylor. Council agreed to adopt the 

ToR. 

 

• To consider the Parish Council’s response to pending applications 

 

APPLICATION 

NO 
ADDRESS DESCRIPTION COUNCIL COMMENT/ 

RECOMMENDATION 

21/00807/HP 2 The 
Heights 

Worcester 
WR5 1JN 

Two Storey Side 
Extension 

Extension where existing garage 
is that lies offset to the property. 

Water Management statement 
on plan, is it adequate? Proposal 

retains garage, creates a utility 
room and an upstairs bedroom 
with ensuite. Plan appears to 

show new windows and the 
removal of a conservatory. 

21/00767/FUL 15 Darwin 

Avenue 
Worcester 
WR5 1SP 

Demolition of three 

existing dwellings 
and erection of 50 
dwellings, access, 

public open space 
and associated 

development 
including re-routing 
of public footpath. 

Why is this would this 

application be viewed in a more 
favourable light than the 
previously twice rejected plans? 

21/00754/HP 9 Hoskyns 
Avenue 
Worcester 

WR4 0LL 

Conversion of garage 
to habitable 
accommodation 

The Parish Council notes the 
comments made by the 
Highways Authority 

21/00663/HP 8 Twarnley 
Rise 

Worcester 
WR4 0PP 

First floor side 
extension. 

Highways have voiced concerns 
with increase in number of 

bedrooms and loss of garage 
and have requested a revised 
site plan showing car parking 

spaces and cycle parking. Water 
management proposals 

satisfactory. 

21/00623/HP 4 Bolton 
Avenue 
Worcester 

WR4 0ST 

Single storey kitchen 
extension. 

Enlargement of downstairs 
kitchen. Water Management 
statement satisfactory. No 

highways issues reported. 

21/00620/FUL Cryoservice 
Prescott 

Installation of two 
ambient vaporiser 

More information requested 



 

 

Drive 
Worcester 
WR4 9RH 

units, silencer skid, 
concrete plinth and 
ancillary 

infrastructure 

 

Darwin Avenue: the revised application revealed a few minor changes to the earlier version. 

Cllr Taylor will prepare WPC’s further objection, based on the lack of significant new 

developments / changes to the original proposal. Councillors noted some very good 

objections on the Planning website raised by parishioners. Cllr Roberts has submitted an 

objection outlining the non-conformity of the proposal with SWDP. The current proposal 

would lead to overdevelopment of the site, and the seeming confusion about provision of 49 

house units (SWDP 43/1) or 51 units (SWDP/NEW7) nonetheless makes for cramped houses 

and ignores the need to create high-quality buildings and spaces as outlined in the National 

Planning Policy Framework. 

The Heights: This property does not fall within Warndon Parish boundaries so WPC will note 

no objection because it does not impact on parish residents; the Clerk to submit. 

Twarnley Rise: the Clerk to submit no comment for WPC. 

The notes from the July Planning & Rights of Way Committee meeting were accepted. 

 

 The City Planning Committee determined. 

APPLICATION 

NO 
ADDRESS DESCRIPTION DECISION 

21/00370/HP 2 Marsh Avenue, 
Worcester, WR4 0HJ 

Two Storey rear extension Approval 

21/00548/HP 8 Dockeray Avenue, 
WORCESTER, WR4 
0RX 

Single-storey rear extension Approval 

21/00499/TPOA Land adjacent to 9 

Deal Crescent 
WORCESTER WR4 

0LJ 

T1 Quercus Robur English 

Oak lapsed pollard veteran. 2 
metre crown reduction as stage 

one of reduction, veteran tree 
management. 

Approval 



 

 

• To receive updates on: 

 

(i) Neighbourhood Plan including consultation feedback  

 

Cllr Taylor’s report was noted. 

 

Following discussion with WCC officers and ICA Regeneration, the NP timetable 

will be adjusted to fit with the delayed SWDPR timetable. Summary responses to the 

NP consultation and the NPSC’s proposed response will impact the NP Inspection, 

and ICA quotation associated with the summary document to include the NPSC views 

on issues raised. 

 

Recurrent themes include the strength of local feeling about retaining the whole of the 

Significant Gap and the future of the GTech site. These will not be addressed until a 

clearer indication of the direction of the SWDPR is forthcoming. 

 

(ii) Town Deal Board 

 

Cllr Scrine reported that a budget for 10 million has been allocated for the Shrub Hill 

development.  It is unclear how Worcester City Council will spend this budget since 

no firm plans have been drawn up. WCC has purchased the adjacent Industrial site 

including The Engine Works – possibly for a transport hub? Cllr Scrine will monitor 

planning issues and maintain a watching brief. 

 

(iii) South Worcestershire Development Plan 

 

Cllr Taylor indicated that in the light of the delayed SWDPR, a revised timetable will 

follow from 21 September, when the opinions of the NPSC, City Councillors and the 

consultants are taken into account at a Special Meeting. 

  

• To receive an update on the Minerals Local Plan and Mineral Site Allocations 

Development Plan. 

 

Consultation on the MLP has been restarted to run 31 August to 12 October 2021. All 

relevant documentation including a representation form and guidance notes is 

available from the Programme Officer’s examination website. 

Cllr Taylor will draft a report for October WPC. 

 

439. Leisure and Community Affairs 

 

• To receive reports from Councillors, including updates on the following matters: 

 

(i) Allotments  



 

 

 

Cllr Carney’s report was noted. 

 

Cllrs Norfolk, Carney and Merriman made a site visit on 2 September to judge for the 

best plot. A couple of plots are in a state of disrepair and tenants have been requested 

to rectify. The waiting list currently stands at 22. 

 

Defibrillator units at Tesco Express and Lyppard hub were inspected and are working 

properly. The potential Dugdale site is being assessed by the electrician who will 

complete a risk assessment report.  

 

The next Standards Committee meeting will be on 17 November 2021. 

 

(ii) Facebook, Website, Newsletter 

 

Cllr Merriman reported no recent updates on Facebook. 

 

Cllr Scrine has produced an article on Leopard Hill for the website, and the Clerk has 

made updates to the site including a carousel of images for the Photo of the Month. 

 

Cllr Merriman requested further articles for the forthcoming Newsletter. Potential 

subjects include an update on the Neighbourhood Plan, Defibrillator awareness 

training, and information concerning the 400th Anniversary of the Worcester City 

Charter. The Chair to provide usual top and tail to the Newsletter. 

 

• To consider proposals for engagement projects; approve budget and delegated 

authorities: 

 

(i) Raising awareness of First Aid issues and Defibrillator Training 

 

Cllr Scrine has made a provisional arrangement with the Worcester First Responders 

to provide sessions on (geriatric) first aid and use of defibrillators on 16 October 

(AM) and 19 October (PM). Rooms have been booked at the Lyppard Hub. Three 

trainers per session are envisaged and WPC might offer a minimum of £75 per session 

remuneration. A proposal to offer £100 per session if a minimum of 12 participants is 

achieved was proposed by Cllr Scrine, seconded by Cllr Norfolk. Council agreed to 

the proposal. 

 

(ii) Annual poetry competition  

 

Cllr Scrine advised that this has been deferred to a later date. 

 

440. Financial Matters 

 



 

 

• To receive the Clerk’s Financial reports 2020/21 YTD: 

 

(i) Annual budget by centre 

 

The Clerk advised that there is for the present no significant overspend on 2020-21 

budget, rather noticeable underspend on current projects. 

 

(ii) Cashbook report showing receipts and payments  

(iii) Trial Balance 

 

Received and noted. 

 

• To approve accounts for payment and receive details of cash receipts for information 

 

Accounts for payment (retrospective)   £ 

O2 Clerk’s mobile phone contract July 2021 (direct debit)   31.24 

O2 Clerk’s mobile phono contract August 2021 (direct debit) 31.24 

Cloudy IT support and licences July 2021 (direct debit) 106.26 

Cloudy IT support and licences August 2021 (direct debit) 106.26 

Water plus – Mabbs Close allotments water supply (direct debit) 288.32 

  

Accounts for Payment £ 

Clerk salary August 2021 977.84 

HMRC – Clerk PAYE August 2021 61.30 

  

Cash Receipts since last meeting    £ 

Redwood Bank Interest – 1st July 2021 73.57 

Redwood Bank Interest – 2 August 2021 66.36 

Allotment fees and charges 2021, received July 2021 35.02 

Allotment fees and charges 2021 – received August 2021 10.00 

 

The Chair noted the Accounts for payment made and anticipated, and proposed 

acceptance, seconded by Cllr Cross of the accounts for July to August 2021. 

 

441. To receive reports from outside bodies 

 

(i) Lyppard Hub Management Board including update on Youth Shelter 

 

The Trustees will be meeting again in September. The Chair will report back on the 

situation with the Shelter. 

 

(ii)  Worcester City Standards Committee 

 



 

 

No meeting took place. 

 

(iii) CALC updates which affect the Parish Council 

 

Cllr Merriman noted that a CALC Executive Meeting is expected shortly. She will 

report back and circulate the most recent Minutes. 

 

442. WPC and virtual Parish Council meetings. 

 

Introduction of hybrid meetings for virtual parishioner attendance will require assessment of 

technical provision, e.g. microphones, cameras, screen, appropriate AV software (Zoom or 

similar). The Chair and Cllr Merriman to investigate Lyppard Hub provision and report back. 

 

443. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas 

 

The Clerk’s laptop may need to be replaced or Gig memory enhanced in order to facilitate 

sufficient operative capability. Currently Teams access is affected by slow running, and 

generally all other apps are slow running. The Clerk to consult IT support and assess suitable 

alternative solutions / costs of replacement, and to report back to October WPC. 

 

444. To receive an update on the Clerk start date; approve the appointment and terms 

for new Clerk with effect from 1st August 2021. 

 

Further to previous announcement and following consultation with Cllr Scrine and the Chair, 

it was agreed that Sue Carr’s start date would take effect from 1st August 2021. Dr Carr 

thanked the Council for its accommodation of her delayed start (due to unexpected domestic 

circumstances). Council welcomed the new Clerk. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 10.00 pm 

 

 

Date of the Next Meeting:  Monday 4th October 2021, 7.30 p.m., Lyppard Hub 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………….. Date 

……………………………………………. 

 (Chair)     


