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WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th July 2021 

 

at the Lyppard Hub, commenced at 7:30pm. 

 

 

Present: Cllrs. R Norfolk (Chair), A Cross (Vice-Chair), S Hodgson, D. Merriman, J Scrine and A 

Taylor.  Cllrs. L Hodgson (8.20pm) and A Roberts (8.10pm)  joined later. 

 

In attendance: 1 member of the public. 

 

Apologies received and approved for Cllr D Carney 

 

Declarations of Interest 

 

a) Councillors were reminded to update their Register of Interests if appropriate 

b) No other declarations of interest were made; Cllr. Cross had previously disclosed an ODI 

regarding planning applications for 47 Bearcroft Avenue and The Granary as the applicants 

are known to him 

THE MEETING WAS SUSPENDED AT THIS POINT TO ALLOW A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC 

TO ADDRESS THE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

FL wished again to raise the rumoured development at the rear of the Old Golf Course because 

although it was hearsay, it was clear that the neighbour had the impression of the developer’s 

intention. Cllr Taylor said that he had reviewed the possibility of a road cutting through onto 

Threshfield Drive from the OGC but he couldn’t see how it might be a viable proposition. He noted 

that in the Neighbourhood Plan, this was one of the areas designated as local green space and 

therefore would be protected. There were no formal plans on the City portal at present; Cllr Taylor 

requested FL to contact him urgently if any trees were cut down. 

 

FL also raised the responsibility for maintenance of public footpaths, especially “Snake Alley”, the 

Bridleway between Newtown Road and Woodgreen Road, which was overgrown with vegetation. 

He was informed that this lay with the City Council not the Parish Council. He had already reported 

it to the City Council and Cllr Merriman undertook to ensure it was reported as well. 

 

419. To approve the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th June 2021 

 

Cllr Cross requested that the item regarding a metal detectorist digging holes near Aconbury 

Orchard be amended: ” Cllr Cross advised that this permission may have been granted by the 

landowner, the City Council” be replaced with  “Cllr Cross queried whether permission had been 

granted by the landowner, the City Council”.  

 

Cllr Taylor noted that on 404: the closing date for the High School Consultation was 11 June not 

11 July. 
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The Minutes of the Meeting of 7th June were accepted unanimously as amended:  proposed by 

Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Cross. 

 

420. Police Report 

PC Jason Hart and PCSO Exon explained the new website from 1st July on the West Midlands 

Police website, neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk, a method of communication, not for reporting 

incidents; it replaces CMS, community messaging system. As well as 999 and 101, the system 

can send out emails targeted to locations, asking people for information about crimes. People 

sign up for free and the Parish Council is encouraged to sign up; Cllr Merriman will also publicise 

the initiative in the parish. 

Cllr Merriman raised the issue of Graffiti, on bus shelters, play areas and the motorway bridge. 

These are time- and money-consuming for the City Council to remove. PC Hart asked for details 

of costs to help raise priority, possibly identifying the owners of the tags; information could be 

given on the police website, Next Door or through the Warndon Community Group on Facebook. 

Cllr Merriman raised the spate of vehicle crimes, especially BMWs; PC Hart responded that 

once a method is found, it becomes widely used nationally, such as the theft of catalytic 

converters from older Japanese cars at hospital, worth quite a lot. 

After the PC & PCSO had left the meeting, the Chair noted that there would be opportunities to 

meet the police regularly, perhaps in slightly less formal conditions than a WPC meeting. She 

will report back after attending West Mercia Police’s local policing charter briefing on 19th July 

2021. WPC should try to work more closely with the police and a member of Council should be 

appointed as the Liaison contact: Item carried forward to the September WPC Agenda. 

 

421. To receive the report from the County Councillor 

 

Cllr Roberts was thanked for his report. He also noted that parking restrictions on Dugdale Drive 

were being enforced, including Commandery Coaches.  

Significant road works were scheduled on Newtown Road. The Police were operating handheld 

cameras – were they monitoring or prosecuting?  The Graffiti on the motorway bridge is 

Highways England’s responsibility.  

 

422.To receive the report from the City Councillors 

 

The Chair thanked Cllr L Hodgson for the report.  

Meetings at City:  

Personnel and General Policies committee had just been appointing directors and heads of 

service, attended by Cllr L Hodgson. 

Wychavon, Malvern Hills and Worcester City members were being briefed on calls for sites in 

the SWDPR; the meeting was being chaired by Cllr L Hodgson on Monday 12th July. Cllr Taylor 

had a meeting with Corin Beames Acting Planning Policy Team Leader scheduled for Tuesday 

13th July, important to the NP. 

 

423. Environmental Matters. 

 

• To receive reports from Councillors 

 



3 
 

Cllr Merriman’s Environment Report content was noted. 

Cllr Cross noted that the little pedestrian gate on allotments to Dugdale Drive had dropped, 

needing  attention, along with a small one being hidden in the hedge growth, for winter 

attention. Cllr Merriman will report it. 

Cllr L Hodgson noted that the fence posts near the Astro turf were being replaced; she also 

raised the issue of mowing being done nearby but cuttings left around. The Parish Warden is 

on the mowing round at present. 

There was extensive discussion on the mowing vs the wildflower growth around the Parish. 

Some areas had been completely mown recently, rather than leaving strips unmown. It was 

noted that Dugdale and Racefield, Trotshill and Aconbury Meadows were now being 

managed properly. The Parish Precept is paying for the additional mowing for six months 

annually. WPC had agreed that the Warden’s role would  be reviewed in September; Cllr 

Merriman proposed to speak with the City Council to find out what is feasible, how it can be 

managed. 

Action: Environment Committee. 

 

• To receive the VAS/SID report 

 

Cllr S Hodgson will move the equipment from Dugdale Drive to Hastings Drive northbound; a 

resident has raised issue about that area. Speeding had been at same level as for the past 

three months with15% of drivers breaking the speed limit. 1,100 vehicles passed during 

April/May, 1,200 in June, 1300 in July. 

 

• To consider a proposal for allotment signage; approve the budget and delegated authorities 

 

To commemorate a previous councillor, Cllrs Merriman and Carney proposed a community 

notice board, beside the allotments, branded WPC, to accommodate notices, and being 

managed by an allotment holder. The cost would probably be up to £1,800 including 

installation. All supported in principle, quotes to be made available for the September 

meeting. Cllr Cross suggested Cllr Merriman speak to Rev Diane Cooksey about St 

Nicholas’ board. 

 

424. Planning and Rights of Way Matters 

 

• To receive reports from Councillors, including updates on current applications, decisions, 

and recent responses (including Darwin Avenue 20/00632/FUL), and notes from recent 

Planning & Rights of Way Committee meetings. 

 

The notes of the P&RoWAC meeting of 15th June had been circulated; the Committee had 

received no new applications in July. Approvals of Bearcroft – to Woodpiece on the long list 

were noted; the Fairway ground levels application was withdrawn, and Darwin Field was 

rejected by the City Planning Committee by 8:2, against officer approval.   

 

• To consider the Parish Council’s response to pending applications 

 

25 Mabbs Close: The applicant wants to meet P&RoWAC committee, to demonstrate his  

plans. Cllr L Hodgson had called it in because of the resident’s objection, if recommended 

for approval. Cllr S Hodgson proposed he be reminded that we are just an advisory group, 

but he should prepare his arguments for the Planning Officers. On the portal, it was either a 
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modification of the existing approved scheme which lapsed six months ago OR a re-

application for a new scheme on the same site; this had generated confusion. Cllr Taylor 

supported by Cllr Cross will speak with the applicant on behalf of the P&RoWAC. 

 

Cllr S Hodgson had received similar comments from The Granary St Nicholas Lane resident 

regarding “Awaiting the report from Conservation Officer on the proposal “; the P&RoWAC 

were just deferring to the professional officer. Cllr Hodgson will respond to the applicant.   

 

It was noted that the developer’s agents Savills wanted to present proposals for the planning 

application for the extension of the Hospital’s staff carpark to the P&RoWAC. 

 

The City Planning Committee had been addressed by Cllr Roberts regarding Darwin Avenue 

20/00632/FUL); Cllr Taylor noted that the behaviour of the officers and content of the 

committee report indicated that the culture change that had been promised was starting to 

manifest itself, providing encouraging signs it was going in the right direction. 

 

• To receive updates on  

 

i) the Neighbourhood Plan including consultation feedback 

 

Cllr Taylor’s report had been received, detailing consultation responses. Discussions 

with City Officers are scheduled shortly, hoping that the NP will align with the 

SWDPR rather than clash, especially regarding the Significant Gap. Cllr Taylor and 

most respondents are hoping that a “local gap” will survive, a subsection of the 

Significant Gap.  

 

The Council noted the updated cost for RCA Regeneration Ltd to host the data 

collection / analysis facilities being £2,150 + VAT (previously quoted £1,850)  - the 

additional element is because of the number of responses to be analysed.  

Authorities to pay were delegated to Cllr Taylor and the Clerk, Proposed by Cllr 

Cross, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all in favour. 

 

ii) Town Deal Board. 

 

The Town Deal Board has received  £19.5 K of the £27m requested, so many 

activities may face a significant reduction in funding and there will be certain 

elements that we will undoubtedly not be able to take forward. Heads of Terms have 

been drawn up and a Board meeting is scheduled for 25th August.  

 

iii) South Worcestershire Development Plan: 

 

Cllr L Hodgson noted the briefings for councillors in the following week. 

 

• To receive an update on the Minerals Local Plan and Mineral Site Allocations Development 

Plan 

 

The Council noted that we have received an update on the Minerals Local Plan and Mineral 

Site Allocations Development Plan document; and the Parish will not be responding to the 

consultation (28th June – 9th August 2021) . 
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425. Leisure and Community Affairs 

 

• To receive reports from Councillors, including updates on the following matters: 

 

o Allotments 

 

The Allotments report had been received from Cllr Carney. He and Cllr Cross had met 

and viewed the proposed site for a defibrillator on Dugdale Drive, together with the 

houseowner who had been spoken with by Cllr Cross informally some time ago. 

However, the agreement needs to be finalised before progressing further.  The exact 

location of the BT OpenReach cabinet was still under discussion. 

 

o Facebook, Website, Newsletter  

 

Cllr Merriman had posted the WPC meeting details and NP consultation on Facebook; 

and no further development of the website had been undertaken. Cllr Merriman will begin 

collating a draft of the Newsletter shortly and articles sought. The new Clerk to be 

announced. Cllr Merriman suggested naming a hall at the Hub after Prince Philip - to be 

taken forward by the Trustees. Or a street?  

 

• To consider proposals for engagement projects; approve the budget and delegated 

authorities: 

 

1. Raising awareness of First Aid issues 

 

First Aid issues and use of defibrillators, possibly in two sessions, a morning and an 

evening. Cllr Scrine is pursuing this and the First Responders are being approached, 

including their expectations for donations, possibly £50 per session? 

 

2. Annual poetry competition 

 

Cllr Scrine will explore possibilities for an Annual Parish poetry competition for young 

people living in or attending school around the Parish, via all media, for publicity in the 

Hub and on the website, with small prizes to be awarded at the Fete and a case of wine 

for the judge; probably Summer 2022. 

 

426. Financial Matters 

 

• To receive the Clerk’s Financial reports 2020/21 YTD: 

 

i) Annual budget by centre 

ii) Cashbook report showing receipts and payments  

iii) Trial Balance 

 

• To approve accounts for payment and receive details of cash receipts for information 

 

The Council noted that the Finance Committee would ensure bills were paid while no Clerk 

was in post: 
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Action: Cllr L Hodgson 

 

Accounts for payment (retrospective)   £ 

O2 Clerk’s mobile phone contract June 2021 (direct debit)   31.24 

Clerk salaries June 2021   1,529.91 

HMRC – Clerk PAYE June 2021   287.63 

WCC Local Government Pension – Clerk pension June 2021                       292.93 

Allotment fees and charges 2021 – overpayment refunded 28.73 

  

Accounts for payment £ 

Multipay card statement June 2021 – (direct debit) 62.19 

o Monthly fee                                                                          3.00  

o 123-reg domain renewal 1 year                                         19.19  

o ICO – Data protection fee annual renewal                         40.00  

  

Cash Receipts since last meeting    £ 

VAT refund (claim period ¼/20 – 31/3/21) 9,256.50 

Redwood Bank Interest – 1st June 2021 76.02 

Allotment deposits – SG 10.00 

Allotment fees and charges 2021, received June 2021 29.83 

 

The Chair noted that the Accounts for payment have already been paid, 4 

payments are due and the cash receipts are in the bank: Proposed to accept  

by Cllr Cross and seconded by Cllr L Hodgson. 

 

 

427.To receive reports from outside bodies 

 

• Lyppard Hub Management Board including update on Youth Shelter 

 

The Board had met remotely; Anne Nicholls (City Council Youth Officer) will be talking to 

youngsters about the youth shelter and its use. The Warndon District and City Councillors 

have funds and the Parish could match them, for the September WPC Meeting agenda. The 

current one was a section 31 order, the first in the country. Anne Nicholls was to report back 

to the City Councillors. 

 

• Worcester City Standards Committee 

 

Cllr Merriman attended, although Cllr Carney was not available; the short meeting, at the 

Guildhall, approved previous minutes and the Monitoring Officer submitted an annual report: 

11 complaints received, 5 no action, 5 informal resolution, 1 incomplete. Delays with 

casework for Care were noted in Cllr Merriman’s report. 

 

• CALC updates which affect the Parish Council  

 

No action required. 

 

428. To note Robin Walker MP response regarding virtual Parish Council meetings and 

the Parish Council’s response to the Government consultation on this matter.   
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The response was noted; The Chair and Vice Chair had received the email as the consultation 

was closing; and submitted a similar response to the original letter to Robin Walker, no 

quantitative data being available. WPC to consider remote attendance by the public etc in 

autumn, for the September meeting. 

 

429. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas 

 

The Parish Chain needs cleaning and the Chair will obtain quotes; should the Inscribed links 

with holders’ names be updated? For the agenda of the September meeting. The Chain to be 

worn at the Annual Meeting and to the Civic Service (postponed till autumn).  

 

430. Date of the Next Meeting:  Monday 6th September 2021, 7.30 p.m., Lyppard Hub 

 

Motion to close the meeting to the public due to the confidential and sensitive nature of the 

business to be transacted relating to employment matters. 

431. Retiring Clerk 

 

The service of the retiring Clerk has been greatly valued and much appreciated. A Gift would be 

by subscription of individual members. “Tea for two” with a card, Cllr Merriman to organise. 

 

432.To receive an update on the Clerk recruitment process; approve the appointment and 

terms for the new Clerk with effect from 1st July 2021; approve training budget.  

 

The new Clerk Dr Sue Carr took up her post with effect from 1st July, although unforeseen 

domestic responsibilities have prevented her from assuming her duties immediately. 

 

The training budget for Cloudy IT, Realtas and CALC was approved up to £1k. Proposed by Cllr 

L Hodgson and seconded by Cllr S Hodgson. All agreed. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.51 pm.  

 

The Minutes were taken by Cllr Scrine in the absence of the Clerk.. 

 

Date of the Next Meeting:  Monday 6th September 2021, 7.30 p.m., Lyppard Hub 

 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………  Date …………………………                     

Chair 

 

 


