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WARNDON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st February 2021  

Virtual meeting using Microsoft Teams commenced 7:34 p.m. 
 
 
Present: Cllrs. R Norfolk (Chair), A Cross, L Hodgson, S Hodgson, D Merriman,  
J Scrine and A Taylor 
 
Also present: (for part of meeting) Cllr. A Roberts  

In attendance: Clerk; one member of the public (for part of meeting) 

Apologies: Cllr. D Carney due to prior engagement, approved. 
 
Declarations of Interest and consideration for requests for Councillor Dispensations 
in line with S33 of the Localism Act 2011 
The following other disclosable interests were declared: Cllr. L Hodgson, in relation to 
Agenda item 8. (ii) Town Deal Board, being a member of the Policy and Resources 
Committee at Worcester City Council; Cllr. Merriman in relation to Agenda item 8. Planning 
Applications because her property is almost adjacent to 12 Quisters. 
 
The Chairman confirmed there would be a comfort break after Agenda item 8) and that this 
would be scheduled into future meetings. 
 
344. The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th January 2021 were approved, proposed 

by Cllr. Scrine, seconded by Cllr. Taylor and all present agreed. 
 
345.  Police report  

A number of previously circulated reports and communications were received and 
noted.  

It was noted that the white speed gates had now been installed on Plantation Drive. 
The project had been part funded by the County Council; the Parish Council would 
be responsible for maintaining the gates. 

 
THE MEETING WAS SUSPENDED AT THIS POINT TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
Resident (PS) reported that he had seen a recent presentation which suggested that a 
reduction in the frequency of grass cutting on verges was beneficial to the environment. He 
would send further information to Parish Councillors via the Clerk. It was agreed that the 
Environmental Committee would consider the potential benefits and also whether it might be 
appropriate to invite an expert speaker to one of their meetings. Cllr. L Hodgson suggested it 
could be an interesting topic for the Annual Parish meeting.  
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Resident (PS) raised concerns about local surface water flooding and sought to clarify who 
was responsible for clearing the ditches. It was confirmed that the Lengthsman’s duties 
could include drain clearing, except on land still owned by developers, where it was the 
landowner’s responsibility. Cllr. Roberts confirmed that the County Council was responsible 
for land drainage and that he would contact the Highways department to ask them to resolve 
the issues and then the Parish Council could continue with maintenance.  

346. County Councillor Report 
Routine updates previously circulated from Cllr. Roberts, were received and noted. 
He confirmed that the Highways Department engineers are developing an effective 
and affordable traffic calming solution to complement the new speed gates on 
Plantation Drive. It was noted that it would benefit everyone and the Neighbourhood 
Plan if the Parish Council could continue their involvement in discussions with 
Worcester City Council about unadopted land in the Parish. 

 
347.  City Councillors’ report 

The City Councillors’ report, previously circulated and published on the Parish 
Council website, was received, and noted. Cllr. L Hodgson was pleased to report that 
subject to budget approval, Worcester City Council would be funding £40k towards 
refurbishing the Astro turf play area off Hastings Drive / behind Brecon Avenue. The 
City Council would be replacing some of the dog bins within the Parish as part of the 
bigger project to replace litter bins with larger bins across the city; the Parish Council 
would be consulted about their location. The Policy & Resources Committee has 
agreed Towns Funding of £60 - £70 million. The Chair thanked the City Councillors 
for their efforts in securing funding for the Astroturf and confirmed that the Parish 
Council would be happy to be involved with this project.    

 
348.  Environmental Matters 

Cllr. Merriman’s Environmental report, previously circulated, was received and 
noted. It was confirmed that an alert about the oil pollution by Mabbs Allotments had 
been published on the Parish Council website and Facebook page and hazardous 
signage has been put up by Oracle Environmental Experts, who are managing the 
site. 
 
Cllr. S Hodgson’s VAS/SID update, previously circulated, and published on the 
Parish Council website, was received, and noted. He highlighted that the latest 
COVID-19 lockdown restrictions had caused a significant reduction in the number of 
vehicles on the road. 

349. Planning and Rights of Way matters 
Cllr. S Hodgson’s previously circulated planning reports, which included current 
applications and updates on enforcements/referrals and decisions determined, were 
received and noted. The ongoing Long List is published on the Parish Council 
website. The current applications were considered, and the Parish Council 
comments and recommendations were noted, as follows: 
 
 
 



 

3 
 

APPLICATION 
NO 

CONSULT 
Start 
(End) 

ADDRESS DESCRIPTION COUNCIL COMMENT/ 
RECOMMENDATION 

21/00021/HP 12/01/21 

(02/02/21) 

12 Quisters, 
Worcester, 
WR4 0UT 

Ground floor 
extension to rear. 
Conversion of garage 

Concerns about water 
draining into a water butt, 
not a permanent solution 

 

It was agreed that members of the Planning Committee would liaise by email to 
agree a response to the planning application for ‘12 Quisters’ so that the Clerk could 
upload it to the portal by the deadline, noting this was the next day. 

It was noted that the Parish Council had raised concerns about the tree removal in 
relation to the planning application at the Fairway by the former Tolladine golf course; 
it appeared that the tree would be saved and Worcester City Council Planning 
Committee were ‘minded’ to approve the planning application. The Parish Council 
hoped to work with the planners and developers to ensure existing trees are 
preserved and there is a transparent process for selecting secondary trees for 
removal. 

8.25 p.m. - meeting closed for a break  

8.32 p.m. - meeting resumed  

Updates were received on the following matters: 

 Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr. Taylor’s update, previously circulated, was received and noted. He 
confirmed the proposed timetable for key events on the Neighbourhood Plan 
would be in step with the review of the South Worcestershire Development Plan. 
 

 Town Deal Board 
Cllr. Scrine’s update on the Worcester Town Investment Plan (January 2021), 
previously circulated, was received and noted 
 

 The South Worcestershire Development Plan January 2021 newsletter was 
received. An invitation to the SWDP consultation briefing session, to be held 
virtually on Monday 1st March 2021, 6.00 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. was received. It was 
agreed unanimously that Cllrs. Scrine and Taylor would attend and represent the 
Parish Council at this event. As a consequence, the Full Council meeting on the 
same day would have a later start time of 7.45 p.m. 

350. Leisure and Community Affairs 

 Allotments and Defibrillators 
Cllr. Carney’s update was received, previously circulated. A recommendation 
regarding financial compensation to a resident towards electricity used by the 
defibrillator on private property was received. Although electricity consumption 
appeared to be negligible, it was considered that the defibrillator was valuable to 
the Community and agreed unanimously that a goodwill gesture payment of up to 
£30 per annum would be appropriate. 
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 Facebook, Website, Newsletter 
Cllr. Merriman provided an update regarding recent posts on Facebook and the 
website, which included alerts about the oil spillage by Mabbs Allotments and 
recent car break ins. Cllr. Merriman said she and the Clerk would ascertain 
whether there was scope to increase the website’s capacity for current news 
items.  
 
On behalf of the Parish Council, the Chair thanked the volunteers who had 
supported newsletter delivery. Cllr. Merriman confirmed that the next newsletter 
would be produced when there were sufficient articles of interest; there would 
normally be a spring edition but this may be impacted by COVID-19 restrictions. It 
was noted that the newsletter was an important media for communicating with 
residents and suggestions for the next edition included – impact of speed 
restrictions on speeding and the purpose of the white speed gates on Plantation 
Drive; Neighbourhood Plan, including the consultation timetable. 
 
It was considered likely that the County Councillor elections would be going 
ahead in May 2021. When confirmed, it would be helpful to publish a reminder on 
Parish Council media, with information about how residents can register for a 
postal vote.   

  
351. Financial matters 

The Clerk’s financial reports year to date 2020/21, were received and it was noted 
that the bank reconciliation was completed to 28th January 2021.  
 
The Clerk would hand over the accounting records to Cllr. L Hodgson to complete the 
quarterly accounting checks (to the end of December 2020) after the Internal Audit 
review meeting on 3rd February 2021. 
 
The following accounts were approved for payment and the receipts noted, 
proposed by Cllr. Cross, seconded by Cllr. Taylor and all present agreed.  
 
Accounts for payment (retrospective)   £ 
O2 Clerk’s mobile phone contract January 2021 (direct debit)   30.81 
Clerk - salary January 2021   828.80 
HMRC - Clerk PAYE January 2021   73.58 
WCC Local Government Pension – Clerk pension January 2021                    285.36 
  
Accounts for payment £ 
Paul Stanley Fencing – installation of Village gateways  590.83 
Water plus – supply 23.10.20  - 23.01.21 (est. reading)  (direct debit)            360.31 
Worcester City Council – environmental SLA services 2020/21                   41,938.80 
  
Cash Receipts since last meeting    £ 
Allotment waiting list (BM, JJ, SR) 30.00 

 

352.  Reports from Outside Bodies 

Lyppard Hub Management Board 
The Chair’s update, previously circulated, was received.  
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Worcester City Standards Committee  
Cllr. Carney’s update, previously circulated, was received. Parish Councillors and the 
Clerk were reminded to attend Worcester City Council’s training on the new LGA 
Model Code of Conduct on Wednesday 3rd February 2020, 7.00 – 8.30 p.m.  
 
Worcestershire County Association of Local Councils (CALC) 
Updates from Worcestershire CALC were received, previously circulated. It was 
noted that the Section 137 spending limit for 2021/22 would be increased to £8.41 
per elector. The minutes from the Worcestershire Wychavon CALC meeting on 3rd 
December 2020 were received and it was noted that the next meeting is on 
Wednesday 3rd March 2021. Cllr. Taylor expressed an interest in attending the 
training sessions on planning matters, scheduled for April 2021, total cost £120. It 
was agreed that attendance at CALC training events would be considered at the next 
meeting. Cllr. Scrine suggested that the Parish Council may wish to participate in the 
Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government’s consultation on ‘Right to 
Regenerate’ proposals. 
 

353. The Terms of Reference for the Staffing Committee, as recommended by the 
Staffing Committee, were agreed. - proposed by Cllr. L Hodgson, seconded by Cllr. 
Scrine and all present agreed. The Staffing Committee had reviewed the Financial 
Regulations and the Standing Orders in light of the new Staffing Committee Terms of 
Reference and proposed changes to the Standing Orders, which would be 
considered at the next Full Council meeting.  

 
354. Councillor Reports and Items for consideration on Future Agendas 

 Parish Councillor and Clerk attendance at CALC training events  
 Planning policy 
 Standing Orders update to reflect new Terms of Reference for Staffing committee 
 Publication of Parish Councillor reports with Full Council Agenda; review format 

of Parish Council minutes, including minutes for confidential matters 
 Earmarked reserve for Neighbourhood Plan budget 
 Review banking and investments 

 

The meeting closed at 9.17 p.m. 

 

Date of the next meeting  

Monday 1st March 2021 at 7.45 p.m. - virtual meeting using Microsoft Teams 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………  Date …………………………                     

Chair 


