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The race is on for local elections 
Local elections have officially begun, with candidates of all parties hoping to secure Worcester 
residents' votes on Thursday May 6. 
Formal notices have been published for the three elections taking place in the city – for city 
councillors, county councillors and the Police and Crime Commissioner – marking the formal 
start of the contests. 
Steps are being put in place to ensure polling stations are as safe as possible, but residents 
who would prefer not to vote in person have the opportunity to sign up now for either a 
postal vote or a proxy vote. 
Applications for a postal vote need to be made by 5pm on April 20. Ballot papers will then be 
sent out in advance and voters will need to return them by 10pm on polling day, May 6. 
Applications for a proxy vote – when you appoint someone else to vote at a polling station in 
your place – need to be made by 5pm on April 27. 
In both cases, applications can be made at www.worcester.gov.uk/elections. 
Anyone who is not yet registered to vote should do so by April 19 at www.gov.uk/register-to-
vote. 
On election day, polling stations will be open 7am-10pm, with a range of measures in place to 
ensure they are as Covid-secure as possible, similar to those found in supermarkets. Voters 
attending a polling station will be asked to: 

 Wear a face covering 
 Use the hand sanitiser provided 
 Follow a one-way system if one is in place 
 Bring their own pen or pencil 
 Follow social distancing guidelines. 

The City Council election on May 6 will be for city councillors in 12 of the city's 15 wards. 
These polls were postponed last year because of the pandemic. The 12 wards are: 
Arboretum; Battenhall; Bedwardine; Cathedral; Claines; Gorse Hill; Nunnery; Rainbow Hill; 
St Clement; St John; St Stephen; and Warndon. 
The election for the West Mercia Police & Crime Commissioner was also postponed from last 
year. The County Council election was always planned to be held in 2021.  
New measures and fines introduced to tackle anti-social behaviour in city centre 
Worcester City Council is introducing new measures and £100 fines to discourage 
the intentional feeding of gulls, aggressive begging, and dangerous cycling and 
skateboarding in the city centre. 
A Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) will be in place from 28 March, giving City Council 
officers and delegated partners the option to issue a fixed penalty fine to people in breach of 
the PSPO's terms. 
New signs have been put up in popular open spaces and enforcement action will begin, when 
and where appropriate, in May 2021. 
The City Council worked closely with partners including Worcester Cares rough sleeper 
support affiliation, West Mercia Police and the Worcester Gull Forum regarding the terms and 
implementation of the Order. 
There will be an escalating traffic light system in place for people who breach its terms.A first 
warning (green) and second warning (amber) will be given, with a fixed penalty notice of 
£100 only being given for a third offence or more. 
The Order applies to people who cycle and skateboard at excessive speeds in the city centre, 
and who don't pay due care and attention to other people and their surroundings. 
It also applies to people who deliberately feed gulls which helps to attract more birds to the 
city centre, causing noise and other issues for residents and businesses. 
People found to be begging aggressively will be offered help and support – a fine would only 
be imposed if they repeatedly refuse to engage with homeless services.  
Young people to be at heart of future City Council decisions 
A Young Person's Champion is to be appointed to Worcester City Council, putting issues such 
as child poverty, youth employment and young people's well-being at the heart of future 
decision-making. 



The decision, which was made following a motion presented by Cllr Joy Squires to Full Council 
on 23 February 2021, will see all future City Council policies and decisions assessed for their 
impact on children and young people. 
The move reflects growing concern about emerging inequalities faced by young people in 
Worcester – an issue that was raised at the Communities Committee meeting this week (17 
March). 
A report on Child Poverty presented to members stated that in 2019/20, 22% of households 
with children were living in absolute poverty (where household income is insufficient to cover 
the basic necessities of life) before housing costs – and that 30% of households with children 
(7,177) were living in absolute poverty after housing costs.This is a 3.3% and 2.0% increase 
respectively since 2016/17. 
The Communities Committee will work with the Young Person's Champion to implement 
actions to combat child poverty. These include ensuring health inequalities resulting from 
child poverty are fully addressed in the new Worcestershire Health and Wellbeing Strategy; 
continuation of support to struggling families through the Worcester City Discretionary 
Welfare Assistance Scheme and setting up new community allotments and gardens to help 
address food poverty. 
The Young Person's Champion appointment will be announced later in the year. 
Creatives sought to celebrate landmark 400th anniversary of Worcester City Charter 
On 2 October 1621, James I put his seal to the Charter that granted Worcester the rights and 
constitution which still form the basis for modern governance of the city today. 
A Charter Festival is planned during 2021 - and commissions are being offered for artworks 
inspired by significant aspects of Worcester's history over the last 400 years. 
The artworks, which are being commissioned by Worcester City Council, could take any form 
– as a painting, sculpture, performance, piece of writing or a digital creation.They will go on 
display in Worcester on 2 October – the date of the 400th anniversary. 
The City Council has a total budget of £5,000 to pay for the artwork.Between one and four 
artists will be commissioned. 
"The Arts have helped to sustain many of us throughout this last year – and they have a 
crucial role to play in encouraging people to return to the city centre as Worcester recovers 
from COVID 19," says Cllr Jo Hodges, Mayor of Worcester. 
"The artworks we're commissioning will help to draw attention to the significance of 
Worcester's City Charter, which forms the bedrock of local governance and underpins many of 
the freedoms we enjoy today." 
The artworks will form part of a Charter Festival, helping to revitalise Worcester's economy 
and communities after a year defined by the COVID pandemic. Through a celebration of the 
city's heritage, culture and 400 years of endeavour, festival organisers want to bring local 
people and visitors back to the City to enjoy its attractions, hotels, bars and restaurants. 
Local heritage and cultural venues have already committed their support to the 2021 Charter 
Festival. Existing events including the Three Choirs Festival (https://3choirs.org), the Elgar 
Festival https://elgarfestival.org/, and the annual Worcester Festival 
(www.worcesterfestival.co.uk/) are all supporting this significant anniversary. 
James I's Charter is held by Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service at The Hive.This 
most modern of buildings is owned by the City Council, which celebrates another significant 
anniversary this year:the 300th anniversary of the magnificent Guildhall on Worcester's High 
Street. 
Worcester Show to make comeback this summer 
The ever-popular Worcester Show, which gives local people the opportunity to put their 
creative and horticultural skills to the fore, is set to return to the city on Sunday 15 August 
2021 (subject to Government Covid rules). 
This year the Show will take place on the Pitchcroft Racecourse instead of Gheluvelt Park, 
ensuring that there is a greater area on which to stage the event. 
Many people have had the opportunity to put more time and energy into gardening, crafting, 
painting and cooking over the last year – and the Worcester Show is the ideal opportunity for 
them to show off their talent to the outside world. 
There are over 140 competition classes to enter. In addition to gardening categories for fruit 
and vegetable produce, there are a large number of handicraft, cookery, art and photography 



classes. There are plenty of new and exciting classes to enter this year, and keep a look out 
for new classes on the theme of the Worcester Charter 400. 
Whatever your age or interest, there really is something for everyone to have a go at – and 
remember, the competition is free to enter! 
The Show will be planned and delivered with strict adherence to Government Covid guidance. 
Entries for the Show, and applications for market stalls and pitches, are now open. To enter a 
class or to find out more about the event, go to www.worcestershow.org.uk. 
Nine out of ten households have completed Census 2021 
There has been a fantastic response to Census 2021. Nine out of ten households across 
England and Wales have completed their questionnaire – but everyone must take part. 
Every household is required by law to complete the census. Even though Census Day – 21 
March 2021 – has been and gone, it is not too late to fill out your form and avoid a fine. 
Most people have already completed their census online to make sure public services like GP 
surgeries, hospital beds, school places and public transport, are based on the most up to date 
information. 
Iain Bell, the deputy national statistician at the Office for National Statistics in charge of the 
census, urged everyone to look out for reminder letters and fill out their census now. 
The census questionnaire is simple, straightforward, and safe to complete online. It only 
takes 10 minutes per person in a home. 
All households were sent a letter in the post in early March with instructions for taking part. If 
you have lost the letter or have a second address - including a caravan - you have not 
visited, go to www.census.gov.uk to request an online completion code for your address via 
SMS text message. 
If you know someone who doesn't have the skills or confidence to do the census online, help 
is at hand. We have local census support centres across England and Wales, offering phone 
and face to face support. Go to https://census.gov.uk/help/find-a-census-support-centre to 
find a centre near you. 
You can also call our freephone contact centre. Call 0800 141 2021 in England and 0800 169 
2021 in Wales for help or to order a paper questionnaire. 
The role of field officers is to give help and encouragement to those who have not yet filled in 
their census questionnaire online or on paper and direct them to the support services they 
need. 
 


