
City Councillors Report for Warndon Parish Council for the meeting on 
Monday 1st March 2021 
City Budget agreed 
Worcester City councillors have unanimously approved a £10.75 million budget for 2021-22, 
including a range of initiatives to help the city recover from the impact of the Covid 
pandemic. 
Major initiatives to regenerate parts of the city centre, more and improved housing, and 
improvements to the Astwood Crematorium will all be supported by the 2021-22 budget, 
which will also ensure that essential services from bin collections to support for the homeless 
can continue to be delivered. 
The budget includes a small rise in the City Council's element of residents' Council Tax bills. 
As in previous years all political parties on the Council have worked together to build a budget 
that responds to the needs of the city and which, in particular, seeks to support businesses 
and communities that have been impacted by the pandemic. 
As in previous years the budget is balanced and takes account of the impact of Covid on 
some of the most vulnerable communities in the city. 
There is extra money for the CAB and £70,000 allocate to councillors to spend in their 
communities to support recovery from COVID. Each councillor will get to spend £2000. 
In the coming year, the Council will invest more than ever in the city. Major improvements 
will be made as part of the City Council's budget for 2021-22, including: 

 £16.8m contribution to the regeneration of Angel Place and the surrounding area 
(supported by the Government's Future High Streets Fund) 

 £1.9m contribution to the demolition of the old Sansome Walk swimming pool, enabling the 
site to be used for housing. 

 £1.3m contribution to The Arches – Worcester project, creating a new destination at the 
city's historic Victorian railway arches (supported by the Government's Cultural 
Development Fund) 

 £688,000 to improve homes for residents. 
 £158,000 on new litter bins, including new compactor bins in the city centre. 
 £125,000 in improvements to Astwood Cemetery & Crematorium. 

The City Council's element of Council Tax will increase by around 1p a day, as permitted by 
the Government, giving an annual rise of £5.00 for a band D property. 
Census 2021 
Census 2021 will be key to making sure the big decisions across Worcestershire and the 
whole country on the future of our hospitals, schools, transport and other public services, 
following the pandemic and EU exit, are based on the best information possible. 
Run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS), the census – taking place on March 21 - is the 
once-in-a-decade survey that gives the most accurate estimate of all people and households 
in England and Wales. 
The digital-first census will not only provide a fresh picture of the size of all communities, it 
will also shed light on the health, social and economic changes to our lives. 
Running the census in times of a pandemic has naturally thrown up some challenges and the 
ONS' focus is ensuring the safety of the public. 
Some questions also have updated guidance to reflect our changed living and working 
circumstances. 
These include for those on furlough, we have updated guidance on how to answer questions 
on work. All students need to be included in the census, and they should complete it for their 
usual term-time address.  
For the first time, there will be a question asking people whether they have served in the 
armed forces, as well as voluntary questions for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation 
and gender identity. 
First results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked away 
for 100 years, kept safe for future generations. 
A reminder of how to vote 
Worcester residents are being encouraged to think about how they want to vote in the local 
elections in May. 
Three elections will take place in the city on Thursday May 6, with voters asked to choose 



their County Councillor, the Police and Crime Commissioner for West Mercia and in some 
areas of the city their City Councillor. Just for noting there a no district election in the 
villages. 
 
Polling stations will be open 7am-10pm on the day, with a range of measures in place to 
ensure they are Covid-secure, but residents also have the option of choosing to vote by post 
or by appointing a proxy to vote for them. 
Detailed plans are being prepared to ensure the city's polling stations will be safe to use. 
Measures will include separate entrances and exits where possible, one-way systems, staff 
wearing masks, hand sanitiser at entrances and exits, and more. Voters will be encouraged to 
bring their own pen or pencil to complete the ballot papers. 
Voters can also cast their votes in advance by post. Anyone who registers for a postal vote 
before the deadline of 5pm on April 20 will be sent their ballot papers in advance and asked 
to return them by polling day. 
If you are thinking about voting by post, you can apply now. This will make sure your 
application is processed early, and that your postal vote is sent to you sooner. 
It is also possible to appoint someone else to vote on your behalf at your polling station on 
May 6. This is known as a proxy vote, and the deadline to apply for one is 5pm on April 27. 
Sanctuary chosen as development partner for Sansome Walk site 
Sanctuary Group has been named as the developer of the former swimming pool site at 
Sansome Walk in Worcester. 
The City Council, which currently owns the land, announced the decision to sell the site 
following a fresh open competitive procurement process. 
Sanctuary previously looked set to take over the site under proposals for a development of 76 
new homes which went through consultation with local residents. 
Under the new plans, the Worcester-based housing provider is looking to build 40 affordable 
housing units on the site, subject to planning. 
Sanctuary intends to submit a planning application by early summer, with demolition of the 
existing building due for completion in the Autumn. 
Last year the City Council appointed DSM Demolition Limited to demolish the former 
Swimming Pool and remediate the site for development.The City Council will meet the cost of 
the work, which is expected to be in the region of £2.636 million in total.The cost will be 
supported by a grant from central Government's Land Release Fund. 
SWDP review to be published following COVID-19 delay 
The South Worcestershire Development Plan will be published in the autumn following a 12-
month delay due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The South Worcestershire Councils have agreed a revised timetable for the document which 
sets out how a Government requirement to build another 14,000 new homes across Malvern 
Hills District, Worcester City and Wychavon by 2041 will be met. This is on top of the need for 
28,400 new homes by 2030, more than half of which have already been built, set out in the 
current plan. 
A consultation on the plan – officially known as the publication version which is effectively a 
first draft – is set to take place in October and November 2021. 
The plan is set to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in the spring of 2022 and is 
expected to be publicly examined by an independently appointed inspector later the same 
year. If the plan passes the examination stage, it will be put to a vote by all three councils to 
be formally adopted in spring 2023. 
Before the plan is published, there will be two related public consultations. The first will be 
seeking views on the Sustainability Appraisal that supports the plan and will focus on 
technical aspects of what is being proposed and not the actual sites for development. 
Consultation on the preferred sites for new housing and employment land took place in late 
2019 and almost 7,000 responses were received and analysed. 
There will also be a consultation on the preferred sites for Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople to meet the need for accommodation for this community. This will form part of 
the Travellers and Travelling Showpeople Site Allocations Plan, which has its own approval. 
The first consultation will run for seven weeks from 1 March to 19 April 2021. The travellers 
and Traveling show people consultation will take please after the council election and will 



again be for 7 weeks. More information on both consultations and how to take part will be 
released before the start date. 
Financial support to keep Worcester homes warm – and save money on 
heating bills 
Worcester City Council is offering homeowners the opportunity to apply for free external wall 
insulation, if their combined household income is £30,000 or less. 
Funding is available following a successful countywide application to government's Green 
Homes Grant local delivery scheme. This aims to help reduce fuel poverty, phase out high 
carbon fossil fuel heating and contribute to the UK's commitment to net zero emissions by 
2050. 
To qualify, you must be a homeowner and your property must have solid walls (as opposed to 
cavity walls).The property must have an Energy Performance Certificate of E or below (with A 
being the most energy efficient and G being the worst).Following external wall insultation, 
this is expected to rise to a C. 
Home occupants are expected to save an average of £150 per year on energy bills, following 
the improvements. The work can also help to reduce condensation and mould on internal 
walls and refresh the appearance of outer walls. 
Between 2014 and 2016, 700 properties were insulated across the six Worcestershire districts 
following the receipt of £3 million of government funding from the Green Deal Communities. 
The work has made carbon savings on average of 27 tonnes per property. 
The programme will be run by the independent charity Act on Energy 
(https://actonenergy.org.uk).To find out more and to check your eligibility for the scheme, 
call the charity on 0800 988 2881 (Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm).  
 
 


