
City Councillors Report for Warndon Parish Council for the meeting on 
Monday 1st February 2021 
COVID: More financial support available for businesses during lockdown 
The Government has announced a new support scheme for businesses which were required to 
close due to the national lockdown restrictions introduced on 5 January 2021. 
Businesses can register at: 
www.worcester.gov.uk/business/lockdown-business-support-grant-january-onwards 
You can contact the City Council's economic development team by 
emailing:economy@worcester.gov.uk 
Three types of grant are available: 
One-off Bonus Grant – 'Closed Business Lockdown Payment' 
Businesses forced to close on 5 January may be eligible for a one-off grant, which is 
dependent on the rateable value of the business property: 
Rateable values of 15,000 and under will receive £4,000. 
Rateable values of 15,001 to 50,999 will receive £6,000. 
Rateable value of 51,000 and above will receive £9,000. 
Local Restrictions Support Grant 'Closed' January 5 
Alongside the Closed Business Lockdown Payment, businesses required to close on 5 January 
may be eligible for a 42-day payment dependant on the rateable value of the business 
property: 
Rateable values of 15,000 and under will receive £2,001. 
Rateable values of 15,001 to 50,999 will receive £3,000. 
Rateable value of 51,000 and above will receive £4,500. 
Eligible businesses will receive both payments at one time, wherever possible. 
Worcester businesses which have already applied for and received a grant during the 
November lockdown, or under Tier Two or Tier Three arrangements, do not need to apply for 
the January Lockdown Grant. The City Council will automatically make a payment to these 
businesses where it holds sufficient data to do so. All other Business Rates payers should 
contact the Council - including ratepayers who received a grant under the first lockdown from 
March 2020, but who did not subsequently apply between 5 November and 5 January. 
Discretionary Lockdown Support Grant 
This will support businesses which are not eligible under the Government's Local Restrictions 
Support Grant scheme but have been affected by the national lockdown and continue to face 
loss of business as a result. 
Businesses and organisations are eligible to apply if they: 
were trading on 5 January 2021. 
are of any size, subject to the amount of the grant not exceeding state aid rules, including 
any temporary lifting of restrictions - this includes limited companies, partnerships, sole 
traders, charities, and community interest companies. 
Businesses and organisations that have applied for the previous Local Restrictions 
Discretionary Grant during the November lockdown or under Tier Two or Tier Three and 
received a payment do not need to re-apply. The City Council will make an automatic 
payment to these businesses using previously submitted details. 
All other businesses, including those which applied under the March 2020 lockdown but did 
not submit an application for 5 November onwards, must apply. 
Further details of all the grants and how to apply is available 
at:www.worcester.gov.uk/business/lockdown-business-support-grant-january-onwards  
6,650 new trees planted in Worcester this winter. 
6,650 new trees have been planted in Worcester this winter, with the final saplings being 
planted this week in Perdiswell Park (WR3 7SN). 
A ten-strong team of staff from Worcester City Council completed the mammoth task of 
planting 4,000 native broadleaved trees in Perdiswell this week. The species have been 
selected by the Forestry Commission to maximise biosecurity and biodiversity. 
The enormous tree planting programme has been made possible thanks to successful 
applications by Worcester City Council to central Government's Urban Tree Challenge Fund, 
which aims to support the planting of more than 130,000 trees across England's towns and 
cities. 



A further 1,500 trees have been planted at Diglis Playing Fields (WR5 3EF) to create 
woodland walkways and 600 at the Howard Road recreational grounds in St. John's, creating 
a barrier with neighbouring residential properties. The remaining 550 trees have been planted 
in a variety of locations across the city.  
Worcester set to bid for £28m to transform City. 
Worcester councillors approved plans to bid for almost £28m at the Council's Policy & 
Resources Committee which met this week. 
Worcester City Council will submit a bid to Government's £3.6 billion Towns Fund at the end 
of January, setting out how a potential £27.9m investment could deliver long-term economic 
growth for the city and support recovery from COVID. 
Last year Worcester was one of 101 towns across the UK to be given the opportunity to 
create a Town Investment Plan (TIP), making a compelling pitch for the funding. 
The plan will be published on the City Council's website on 21 January for consideration by the 
Policy and Resources Committee on 25 January. 
The Worcester Towns Fund Board, which comprises 14 local organisations, has proactively 
engaged with residents and businesses over the past 12 months to get a broad range of local 
views to support the development of vision for Worcester and agree on potential projects that 
the funding could support. 
177 project suggestions were submitted to the My Town website and a final shortlist of ideas 
was agreed by the Council, following two rounds of webinars for residents and businesses in 
December. 
Worcester City Council has already successfully applied for £17.9m from Government's Future 
High Streets Fund, receiving confirmation at the end of December 2020. 
Unadopted Land 
Over past few weeks there has been real progress to start the process of finally sorting the 
transfer of unadopted land. Last year the land was mapped onto the Council’s GPS system. 
Now funding has been found to complete the project. It hoped that the work will be 
completed by the autumn. 
Astro Turf by Brecon Avenue 
At this week’s Communities Committee Meeting as part of the budget setting process 
Councillor Stephen Hodgson as a member of the committee brought forward a proposal 
reflecting how important exercise and leisure facilities are in Warndon villages. He spoke 
about how well used is the Astro turf near Brecon Avenue and how it should be replaced and 
made fit for purpose. The Committee agreed to included in the budget proposals to spend up 
to £40,000 to replace the Astro Turf. This was supported at the meeting by the leader of the 
Council Cllr Marc Bayliss. This and the other budget proposals agreed at the meeting will have 
to go to the Policy and Resources Committee to be ratified and if agreed will be part of the 
Council Budget to be put to the full council. 
Litter Bin Review across the City. 
A few weeks ago, there a member briefing about proposed changes to Litter bin provision 
across the city. They explained that the project had started with the replacement of the bins 
in the city centre with larger closed bins that were all gull proof. They then extended the 
replacement of bins to the main arterial routes including the Tything and Barbourne.  One of 
the changes is that dog poo can now be mixed with general waste. The next stage of the 
project which will take around 2 year with a budget expenditure of around £250,000. Officers 
working with local councillors will be looking at where bins are located and swap any bins that 
do not have a lid. They are also proposing to replace all dog bins that are mounted on posts.  
 


